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LICENSING COMMITTEE – 22 JANUARY 2019

GAMBLING POLICY REVIEW

Executive Summary

Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 requires each Licensing Authority (in this case Woking 
Borough Council) in England and Wales to determine and publish its Policy Statement on the 
exercise of its gambling functions every three years. To comply with the legislation the Council 
needs to review its Policy Statement. 

Recommendations

The Committee is requested to:

RESOLVE That       

(i) the Licensing Authority undertakes consultation on the 
Gambling Statement of Policy; and 

(ii) authority be delegated to the Legal Services Manager in 
consultation with the Chairman of the Licensing Committee to 
consider any representations and publish the Statement of 
Gambling Policy, with minor amendments if and where 
appropriate

The Committee has the authority to determine the recommendation(s) set out above.

Background Papers: None.

Reporting Person: Joanne McIntosh, Legal Services Manager
Email: joanne.mcintosh@woking.gov.uk 

Contact Person: Jon Herbert, Licensing Officer
Email: jon.herbert@woking.gov.uk

Date Published: 14 January 2019



Gambling Policy Review

1.0 Gambling Policy Review

1.1 Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 requires each Licensing Authority (in this case Woking 
Borough Council) in England and Wales to determine and publish its Policy Statement on the 
exercise of its gambling functions every three years. The Council is currently reviewing its 
Gambling Statement of Policy. 

1.2 Our Statement of Gambling Policy is a document we must produce by law. It sets out our 
approach to gambling licensing in Woking.  It gives clear guidance to licence holders, 
applicants and people who may comment on licence applications of our policies and 
expectations. The Council is legally obliged to have regard to our Statement of Gambling 
Policy when we make decisions on licence applications or reviews. The draft Statement of 
Gambling Policy is attached for consideration at Appendix 1. 

1.3 The Statement of Gambling Policy itself covers the broader remit of licensing gambling 
premises, as well as functions in relation to specific types of gaming machines in other 
premises and the provision of small society lotteries within Woking Borough. The Policy 
identifies how the Council will promote the following licensing objectives referred to in the 
Act:

 Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being associated with 
crime and disorder or being used to support crime

 Ensuring gambling is conducted in a fair and open way
 Protecting children and other vulnerable people from being harmed or exploited by 

gambling

1.4 Following the review, the Statement of Gambling Policy is largely unchanged. It has been 
updated to reflect recent developments in respect of Child Sexual Exploitation and The 
General Data Protection Regulations.

1.5 The Council must consult a range of bodies as part of this process including those that 
represent residents, local businesses, premises licence holders and other interested parties 
in the Woking area. It is proposed that subject to the Licensing Committee’s approval, the 
Council undertakes consultation in respect of the attached Statement of Gambling Policy. 
Following consultation, it is proposed that authority be delegated to the Legal Services 
Manager in consultation with the Chairman of the Licensing Committee to consider any 
representations and publish the Statement of Gambling Policy, with minor amendments if 
and where appropriate.

2.0 Implications

Financial

2.1 None

Human Resource/Training and Development

2.2 None

Community Safety

2.3 None

Risk Management
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2.4 The review of the Gambling Statement of Policy ensures that the Council has complied with 
the law. 

Sustainability

2.5 None

Equalities

2.6 None

Safeguarding

2.7 The policy has been updated to include clear provisions in respect of CSE. 

3.0 Conclusions

3.1 The Licensing Authority has reviewed its Gambling Statement of Policy and considers that 
the attached policy should, subject to consultation and consideration of any representations, 
published. 

REPORT ENDS


